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CHAPTER I: WELCOME!

WELCOME FROM THE DPND DIRECTOR
Welcome to the Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics (DPND) at UNLV ! Students
pursuing the Registered Dietitian Nutritionist credential need to complete the B.S. in
Nutrition Sciences and the DPND as the first step, followed by the completion of a dietetic
internship (i.e. supervised practice) before sitting for the RD Exam.

Starting January 1%, 2024, students pursuing the Registered Dietitian Nutritionist credential
will also need to hold a Master’s degree in addition to the requirements above before sitting
for the RD Exam.

Students can simultaneously fulfill the Bachelor of Science in Nutrition Sciences and the DPND
requirements.

We have an exciting undergraduate DPND program that includes evidence-based practice at
the core of our curriculum. More details can be found in CHAPTER VII: Programs and
Concentrations.

Our program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and
Dietetics (ACEND) and conforms to high educational standards. Our program is designed to
prepare you for supervised practice and ultimately as an entry-level Registered Dietitian
Nutritionist.

Welcome! We are so thrilled to have you. Please take the time to read this DPND Student
Handbook (use the clickable Table of Contents above to help you navigate through this
handbook).

Samantha M. Coogan, MS, RDN, LD, FAND
Program Director, Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics/Undergraduate Coordinator

DPND PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION
Nutrition Sciences

Main Office

Bigelow Health Sciences Building (BHS), Room 323
4505 Maryland Parkway, Box 453036 Las Vegas, Nevada 89154-3206
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Voicemail & Fax
702-895-4328; 702-895-2616

Administrative Staff
Janice Smith
Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition Sciences Administrative Assistant IV
janice.smith@unlv.edu
702-895-4328

Jessica De Jesus
Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition Sciences Administrative Program Coordinator
jessica.dejesus@unlv.edu
702-895-0318

Program Director, Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics
Samantha M. Coogan, MS, RDN, LD, FAND
samantha.coogan@unlv.edu
702-895-4478 or 702-895-4328

Please note that the DPND Director has limited availability over the summer months with slower-than-usual response times.

Program Director, UNLV Dietetic Internship
Laura J. Kruskall, PhD, RDN, CSSD, LD, FACSM, FAND
laura.kruskall@unlv.edu
702-895-4985 or 702-895-4328

CHAPTER II: INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS
INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS

Over 30,000 students attend classes at UNLV’s 335-acre campus. Most students are Nevada
residents; however, a lively mixture of international and out-of-state students add to the
cosmopolitan quality of the campus. The Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics (DPND)
is housed within the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV).

UNLV is a member of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU). The
NWCCU is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and the Council on Higher
Education Accreditation (CHEA) to accredit postsecondary institutions.

NWCCU is incorporated as a legally established, private 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation and
accredits institutions of higher education in Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,

Washington, and British Columbia, along with other domestic and international geographic

areas.

NWCCU recognizes higher education institutions for performance, integrity, and quality to
merit the confidence of the educational community and the public. NWCCU’s accreditation of
postsecondary institutions is a voluntary, non-governmental, self-regulatory process of
guality assurance and institutional improvement.

UNLV DPD Program
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Accreditation or preaccreditation by NWCCU also qualifies institutions and enrolled students
for access to Title IV federal funds to support teaching, research, and student financial aid.

Find reaffirmation of accreditation letters/status, self-evaluation reports, and the NWCCU’s
standards on UNLV’s NWCCU accreditation website.

RESOURCES ON CAMPUS (RE 8.2t)
Library: The Lied Library has 2,500 study spaces, more than half of them with full network
connections; an Information Commons with microcomputer workstations; a Graduate
Student Commons with study spaces and meeting facilities; a media distribution system and
retrieval system capable of storing 1.2 million volumes.

The Lied Library includes a Special Collections section that provides unique materials relating
to Las Vegas and southern Nevada history. It also houses the Gaming Research Collection, and
the Nevada Women’s Archives.

The Library offers access to information resources and databases available in electronic
format. Services also include individualized research consultations and traditional reference
and information assistance: individualized and classroom instructional sessions on subject-
related resources and technologies: interlibrary loan and document delivery.

Book Store: The University Bookstore is conveniently located next to the Student Union. All
required textbooks for the courses are available for purchase. Other merchandise available
includes supplies required for courses, reference materials, insignia clothing and a variety of
sundry items.

IT Help Desk: The IT Help Desk is part of the Office of Information Technology. We

provide technology support for UNLV faculty, staff, and currently enrolled students. Contact
the help desk when you need assistance with password resets, account issues, wireless, e-
mail, WebCampus-Canvas or other computing problems.

WebCampus-Canvas: WebCampus-Canvas is utilized for most courses for distribution of
course syllabi, announcements, and may also be used for distribution of course materials,
assignments, individual and group communications, group discussion, and other
communication and educational activities. All students are expected to use WebCampus-
Canvas and access itregularly. The IT Help Desk can assist with any WebCampus-Canvas
issues.

Student Union: The Student Union’s (SU) primary concern is to cooperate with university
groups to promote and coordinate a full range of programs and events which add to the color
and life of the campus environment. It also provides the various services, conveniences and
amenities the members of the university community need in their daily life on campus.

Serving as the central gathering place for the entire university community, the Student Union
houses a cafeteria and delicatessens, coffee bar, game rooms, a spacious ballroom, lounges,
meeting and program areas. Student government offices, the Consolidated Students of the
University of Nevada (CSUN), are located on the third floor (SU 316).

The UNLV radio station (KUNV-FM) offices have moved from the Student Union and are now
located in Greenspun Hall.

UNLV DPD Program
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CSUN: All undergraduate students enrolled for seven credit hours or more are automatically
members of the Consolidated Students of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (CSUN). Part-
time students are eligible to be members upon payment of CSUN fees. The self-governing
body is structured to promote the needs and viewpoints of all students through a
representative government. CSUN operates under the full recognition of viewpoints of all
students through a representative government. CSUN operates under the full recognition of
the faculty and the University of Nevada, Board of Regents. Copies of the CSUN Constitution
are available to members of the student body. Offices are located in the Student Union.

The Registrar’s Office: This office receives the application form for admission to the
university. Transcripts from previous education are evaluated and a determination of
acceptable credit is made. This office can also answer questions regarding residency
requirements. The second function of Admissions and Records is serving as the custodian of
student academic records. This office is responsible for the processes of registration,
withdrawals andgraduation. The staff handles students’ questions about their records and
provides transcripts and enrollment certification documents.

Career Services: The Career Services Center is designed to educate and assist students in all
majors with the career planning and job search process. Services include resume writing, self-
assessment resources, and videotaping equipment. Career Services is located in the Student

Services Complex (SSC-A) on the 2" floor (702-895-3495).

Academic Success Center: This Center assists students with understanding of course material
in an effort to further retention and collegiate success. Assistance may be offered by peer to
peer programs, by professionals, or by Academic Success Staff. The Academic Success Center
Office is located in the Academic Success Center — Claude | Howard Building (ASC) directly
across from the Student Services Complex (702-895-3177).

UNLV DPD Program



The Disability Resource Center: Provides academic accommodations for students with
documented disabilities who are otherwise qualified for university programs. To establish
services, students will need to provide to the Center appropriate documentation of their
disability, from a recognized professional. The center is located in the Student Services
Complex (SSC-A), Room 143 (702-895-0866).

The Writing Center: Undergraduate students may access this free service to assist in any part
of any writing project. The center is staffed by the English Department and is located in the
Central Desert Complex (CDC 3), Room 301. Students must call for an appointment (702-895-
3908).

Student Counseling: Student Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers free
professional counseling in the areas of personal, social and emotional concerns. Couples
counseling, career development, drug and alcohol use assessment and group counseling are
also offered. These services are provided to all currently enrolled students by clinical and
counseling psychologists and are located on the first floor of the Student Recreation and
Wellness Center (RWC) (702-895-3627).

Student Health Service: The Student Recreation and Wellness Center (SRWC) offers services
to registered and enrolled UNLV students. The center is located on campus, and is open
Monday - Friday from 6:00 am to 12:00 am, Saturday 8am — 10pm, and Sunday 12:00pm to
12am. During summer sessions, the health center is open 8 am to 5 pm Monday through
Friday. The Center staff includes nurse practitioners, physicians, registered nurses and support
personnel to provide essential health services. Services offered include health information and
advice, treatment for minor illness and first aid, early detection and referral of chronic
illnesses, pregnancy testing and contraception, sexually transmitted disease screening and
treatment, and evaluation of substance abuse. To obtain a full list of services call (702) 774-
7100 or visit the Student Recreation and Wellness Center.

Student Health Insurance: Is available to students taking at least seven credits. This plan
provides services beyond those available through the Student Health Center. Optional
dependent insurance is also available. Claim form and brochures may be picked up in the
Health Services Office or Cashier’s Office prior to the beginning of the semester. All newly
admitted students are required to complete the Admission Health Report Form prior to
registration for classes. For further information contact the Student Health Service at (702)
895-3370 or visit the Recreation and Wellness Center.

Student Recreation: The Student Recreation and Wellness Center (SRWC) offers programs and
services that address every aspect of overall health and wellness. The SRWC houses some of
the latest recreation and fitness equipment and facilities, as well as a full schedule of classes
and programs.

UNLV/CSUN Preschool: Preschool is available for children 6 weeks through 5 years of age.
Information related to hours of operation and qualifications for enrollment are available by
calling 702-895-3779.

Veteran Services: The Veterans Administration recognizes the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
as a fully accredited institution of higher learning where qualified veterans, service persons,
certain wives, widows and children may pursue their educational goals under the various
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chapters of the Veterans’ regulations (VA education benefits, etc.).

The Veteran Services office functions primarily for certification of enroliment status to the
Veterans Administration. In addition, the office attempts to help veterans with questions
about eligibility, specific problems and education benefits. The office is located in the Student
Services Complex (SSC-A), Room 311 (702-895-2290).

Housing and Food Service: Dormitories provide on-campus housing for enrolled single
students, or those living away from spouse/or children. (See Catalog for Freshman On-Campus
Housing Regulations). The Office of Campus Housing is responsible for the development of a
comprehensive housing and food service program. Applications for residency may be acquired
by writing to Campus Housing through the UNLV web site or by calling 702-359-0300.
Applications are processed as they are received.

The Hazel M. Wilson Dining Commons serves dormitory residents and other university
students. Students living off campus may purchase a meal card or may pay in cash for each
meal in the Dining Commons.

Student Nutrition and Dietetic Association (UNLV SNDA): All students enrolled in the DPND
are eligible for membership in the SNDA. The group plans volunteer experiences & social
events, participates in community activities, and provides professional guidance to students.
The SNDA email is UNLVSNDA@unlv.nevada.edu.

IDENTITY VERIFICATION & PROTECTION IN ONLINE COURSES (RE 7.3j & 8.20,r)
Per University policy, a student must use their own Campus-issued ACE ID and password to
log in to WebCampus/Canvas. Any student enrolled in online or hybrid course(s) is expected to
read and adhere to the Student Academic Misconduct Policy, which defines, “acting or
attempting to act as a substitute for another, or using or attempting to use a substitute, in any
academic evaluation or assignment” as a form of academic misconduct. Intentionally sharing
ACE login credentials with another person may be considered an attempt to use a substitute
and could result in investigation and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Academic
Misconduct Policy.

Additionally, any student enrolled in an online course(s) is expected to read and adhere to the
Acceptable Use of Computing and Information Technology Resources Policy, which prohibits
sharing university accounts with other persons without authorization.

In general, all graded assignments and assessments for University online courses should be
hosted in WebCampus-Canvas or another University managed platform that requires ACE
login credentials for access. You may find the University’s current Identity Verification in
Online Courses Policy here.

Identity Protection (RE 8.2r): Any and all information provided by students to the DPND
Program or program faculty, Department (KNS) or departmental faculty, School (SIHS) or
school faculty, or University (UNLV) or university faculty is protected from distribution per
NSHE code Title 2, FERPA Privacy Act, including live class recordings (i.e. may not be
distributed beyond the assigned semester in which those current students were enrolled).
Class recordings are purely for those students enrolled in the current semester. Any and all
prerecorded lecture material (created & developed by the course instructor) may be
distributed from semester to semester.

UNLV DPD Program
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR OIT
Email: ithelp@unlv.edu
Phone: 702-895-0777
Campus Location: Student Union (SU) 231 or Classroom Building Complex (CBC) B113

GENERAL REGULATIONS & REQUIREMENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY
Students are responsible for knowing and observing the Rules and Disciplinary Procedures for
Members of the University Community. This code outlines the responsibilities of students, as
well as the rules, sanctions and hearing procedures in effect on the campus. Any conflict
between this code and this DPND Student Handbook shall be interpreted in favor of the code.
Printed copies of the code are available in the Office of the Registrar.

Use of Automobiles: University parking and traffic regulations govern all vehicles operated on
campus, and violators are subject to a fine. The regulations are enforceable in the civil courts,
as well as through the internal processes of the university. Each student must complete an
automobile registration card and obtain a parking permit during registration. Students should
obtain a copy of the regulation’s booklet at that time. Stickers and information can be
obtained from the University Parking Services Office at times other than the registration period
as well.

Alcoholic Beverages: Neither the storage, possession nor use of alcoholic beverages is allowed
on the university campus or other university property unless prior approval has been obtained
in writing from the University President. The President will only grant this authorization upon

being satisfied that proper supervision is provided in the dispensing of alcoholic beverages.

Change of Address: Any change of address or other contact information should be reported
immediately to the Registrar’s Office and to the DPND office. Any correspondence from the
university mailed to the last address provided by the student to the Registrar will discharge all
university responsibility for notification.

Use of University Facilities: University facilities including campus grounds are provided
primarily for the support of the regular educational functions of the university and the
activities necessary for the support of these functions. The university’s functions take
precedence over any other activities in the use of university facilities. Freedom to speak and
to hear will be maintained for students, faculty and staff, and university policies procedures
will be used to provide a full and frank exchange of ideas. An invitation to speak at the
university does not imply that the university endorsesthe philosophy or ideas presented by
the speaker.

Fund Raising: Any fundraising efforts by student organizations off campus must be cleared by
the UNLV Dean of Student Services. University facilities may not be used for the purpose of
raising monies to aid projects not related to some authorized activity of the university groups,
and no efforts at conversion or solicitation by uninvited non-campus groups or individuals will
be permitted on campus.

Cheating, Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: UNLV is dedicated to learning by all members
of its community. In responding to this dedication, the university demands a high level of
scholarly behavior and academic honesty on the part of students, faculty, staff and
administrators. No form of academic dishonesty is acceptable. While maintenance of an
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atmosphere of academic integrity is the responsibility of all, the faculty is principally
responsible for enforcement of these principles.

Academic dishonesty includes any act that violates the academic processes of the university.
These acts include, but are not limited to, cheating on an examination, stealing examination
guestions, substituting one person for another at an examination, violating the procedures of
a national or state examination, falsifying data, destroying or tampering with or stealing a
computer program or file, and plagiarizing (using as one’s own ideas or writings of another).

If an instructor suspects that a student has committed academic dishonesty, the student shall
be assigned a failing grade for the corresponding segment of the course. The instructor may
also assign a failing grade for the entire course. In all cases, the instructor is responsible for
recording the circumstances and for giving the student an opportunity to reply. Appeals go to
the Dean of the college offering the course, the Faculty Senate Academic Standards
Committee, andthe provost. If any member of the university community is deemed guilty of
academic dishonesty, any other member may bring action under the Rules of Disciplinary
Procedures for Members of the University Community.

Student Records: The University of Nevada complies with the Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act of 1974 concerning the privacy of educational records and rights of studentsto
inspect and review those records. More detailed information is under the section of the
handbook discussing student’s rights.

Equal Opportunity/Title IX: The University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) does not discriminate
in its employment practices or in its educational programs or activities, including admissions,
on the basis of sex/gender pursuant to Title IX, or on the basis of any other legally protected
category as is set forth in NSHE Handbook Title 4, Chapter 8, Section 13. Reports of
discriminatory misconduct, questions regarding Title IX, and/or concerns about
noncompliance with Title IX or any other anti-discrimination laws or policies should be
directed to UNLV’s Director and Title IX Coordinator, Michelle Sposito. The Title IX Coordinator
can be reached through the Online Reporting Form, by phone at (702) 895-4055, by email at
titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu, or by mail at 4505 S. Maryland Parkway, Box 451062, Las Vegas,
NV, 89154-1062.

The University of Nevada, Las Vegas is dedicated to the equality of educational opportunity and
the creation and maintenance of a campus environment free of barriers that discriminate
against individuals with disabilities. Equality in access is achieved through reasonable
classroom accommodations and reasonable adaptation of examination and evaluation
procedures. Inthe same vein, becoming a registered dietitian nutritionist requires the
completion of a professional education program thatis both intellectually and physically
challenging. The candidate should be able to perform ina reasonably independent manner.
Reasonable accommodation does not mean that students with disabilities will be exempt from
certain tasks.

UNDERGRADUATE FEES, EXPENSES & DISTANCE ED. FEES/REQUIREMENTS (RE 7.3e,j & 8.2p)
Full and complete information on fees, refund policies, consequence of delinquent accounts
and procedure for time payments is available in the university Undergraduate Catalog and can
be accessed here. The Cashiering and Student Accounts Office also provides additional
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UNLV DPD Program


https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofNevadaLasVegas&layout_id=18
mailto:titleixcoordinator@unlv.edu
https://www.unlv.edu/cashiering/tuition-fees
https://www.unlv.edu/cashiering

assistance, such as payment plans and refunds.

The DPND Program requires the use of computers (not Chromebooks), microphones,
webcams, and basic-function calculators (not graphing or smartphone calculators) to be
successful in any and all DPND courses whether delivered in-person, online or a mixture of the
two (i.e. hybrid). UNLV offers several on-campus computer locations at various computer labs
around campus as well as in the Lied Library, which is included as part of your student fees.

A distance education fee of $34/credit is assigned to any “Web-Based” or “Hybrid” course
offering in the MyUNLYV registration & student file system. “In-Person on Campus” (i.e. meets
twice/week) or “Web-Live Synchronous” course offerings do not incur the distance education
fee. See UNLV Instruction Mode definitions for more detail.

FINANCIAL AID (RE 7.3i & 8.2t)
The University of Nevada, Las Vegas offers opportunities for students to apply for
scholarships, grants, work study programs and federal student aid assistance (FAFSA) loan
programs. The Financial Aid & Scholarships Office is readily available to answer questions.

In addition, UNLV Tuition+ Award Program covers the cost of tuition, fees, and $1000 towards
books annually for Pell Grant eligible Nevada resident students who meet the priority
deadline. This award provides Nevada residents, DACA or undocumented Nevada residents,
whose Expected Family Contribution (EFC) are Federal Pell Grant eligible, the equivalent of 12
credit hours of tuition and fees each semester, plus another $1000 for books for the school
year.

More information on all financial aid opportunities can be accessed here.

POLICIES RELATED TO INSURANCE
The UNLV Office of Risk Management and safety provides some level of professional liability
insurance. However, students may be named in a lawsuit. Students in the DPND should also
carry their own professional liability insurance. Student rates are very reasonable.

UNIVERSITY GRADUATION PROCEDURES (RE 8.2m)
Catalog of Graduation: A student may elect to graduate under the degree requirements as
stated in the catalog in (1) the year of official matriculation, or (2) the year of graduation, or
(3) the year in which the latest change of major is made.

Degree Completion: All course requirements must be completed by the last day of final
examinations of the candidate’s final semester. All grades, including those for make-up of
incomplete or completion of “X” grades, and all transcripts of work attempted at other
institutions must be on file in the Registrar’s Office by the date that the final semester grades
are due, as specified in the class schedule.

No degree, diploma or certificate may be granted to a candidate unless all system, general core,
college and department requirements have been fulfilled. If awarded in error or upon
fraudulent claims which are discovered later, the degree, diploma or certificate is immediately
revoked.

Application for Graduation: Each undergraduate student should file an application for
graduation in the MyUNLV system during the semester in which they plan to graduate.
Deadlinesare March 1, July 1, and October 1 for Spring, Summer and Fall graduation,
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respectively. The Division of Health Sciences Advising Center will process allgraduation
applications and contact the student regarding any issues.

Transcript of Credit: Official transcripts are copies of student academic records of all work
attempted at UNLV and bear the seal of the university and the signature of the Registrar. Upon
written request from eligible students, the Office of the Registrar will issue official UNLV
transcripts. Transcripts of work from other institutions will not be issued and will need to be
requested from those institutions separately. Transcripts are not issued for any student having
a delinquent indebtedness to the university. Work in progress does not appear on the
transcript and is not entered until the semester of registration period. Please note that most
graduate/professional programs require a copy of an official transcript with the University
seal. Unofficial transcripts (downloadable from your own student file in MyUNLV) are typically
not accepted.
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CHAPTER Illl: CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS
CAREER OPPORTUNITES IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS

A dietitian nutritionist is a health professional who assists people of any age to attain optimal
nutrition status. Dietitians are trained not only in foods and nutrition; but also in the areas of
social sciences, education, business and management. This background prepares the dietitian to
apply the science and art of human nutrition to individuals and groups from diverse cultures,
with varying nutrition concerns and needs. There are many different specialties within the field
of dietetics, and dietitians often pursue more than one. Some of the major areas include:

Business and Industry. Dietitians may be employed to work in a variety of fields including
sales/promotion (marketing), worksite wellness programs, product development, and social
media. For example, supermarkets hire dietitians to work in the areas of consumer education
& food safety.

Clinical Dietetics. As a member of a health care team, a clinical dietitian assesses
nutritional needs, develops individual dietary plans, educates and counsels patients and
works with the multidisciplinary team to improve patient health. Clinical dietitians may
work in hospitals, nursing homes, or outpatient settings.

Community Dietetics. As a member of the community health team, the community
dietitian assesses nutritional needs of population groups. These dietitians plan and
coordinate nutritional aspects of programs aimed at improving health and preventing disease
in the community.

Education. Dietitians in this field plan, implement, and evaluate educational experiences
for dietetic, medical, dental, nursing or other health students as well as nutrition classes
for preschool and K-12 students. They are employed by universities, acute care facilities
or community programs. Advanced preparation in nutrition and education is generally
required

Food Service Management. As part of the management team these dietitians plan, organize,
direct and evaluate food service systems. They are actively involved in budgeting,
employee training, personnel management, recipe development, establishing and
maintaining policies and standards, etc. They may work in schools, senior centers, healthcare
facilities, hotels or restaurants.

Private Practice/Consultation. For this field prior experience in dietetic practice in any one
of the above areas is often necessary. These entrepreneurial dietitians are usually self-
employed and provide advice on services in nutritional care, food service management or
consumer education.

Research. This field requires advanced preparation in research techniques and, often, an
advanced degree. Typically, a research dietitian would work closely with the other
investigators in planning and implementing projects that investigate nutrient needs,
functions, interactions, etc. in humans or animals. Research activities may be incorporated
in all areas of dietetics.

Dietetics is a rewarding profession with an encouraging future. Salaries range from about $40,000-
$55,000/year for a new graduate and can expand beyond $100,000/yr for dietitians with
advanced degrees and extensive work experience. Employment opportunities nationwide are
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excellent. The current emphasis on nutrition and health, and preventative health, in this country
enhances ‘marketability’ of the registered dietitian and identifies the dietitian as the only health
professional whose primary expertise is nutrition. For more information, consult the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics website at www.eatright.org.

Career opportunities exist immediately upon graduation for students in the Dietetics specialization
that do not obtain a dietetic internship or do not wish to become a Registered Dietitian. Examples
include:

e Nutrition & Dietetic Technician, Registered (see below)

e Uponreceiving a DPND Verification Statement students are eligible to take the NDTR exam (see
below)

e This credential allows you to work in healthcare and food service operations

e Moreinformation canbefound here

e Health or food industry sales

e Catering, and restaurant work

e Certified Dietary Manager, foodservice supervisor or management

e Graduate school

REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOMING A REGISTERED DIETITIAN NUTRITIONIST (RDN) & LICENSED
DIETITIAN (LD) IN NEVADA (RE 7.3d,f)

e As of 2022, upon satisfactory completion of (1) the academic course work in a DPND program
in the Nutrition for Healthcare Concentration at UNLV, (2) a Masters degree in a related field
(does not need to be ACEND-accredited), and 3) a post-Baccalaureate program of supervised
practice (dietetic internship), the student is eligible to take the national Registration
Examination for Dietitians. Upon passage of this exam the credential of Registered Dietitian
Nutritionist (RDN) is earned.

e More information about becoming an RDN and the registration exam can be found here.

e NOTE: By January 1%, 2024, students will also need to have earned an M.S. degree (in
addition to the traditional requirements to become a registered dietitian nutritionist as
outline above) in order to apply to supervised practice and sit for the National Registration
Examination for Dietitians (see below).

e The M.S. Degree in Nutrition Sciences and the Dietetic Internship at UNLV are separate
programs, yet work together to help students earn their RDN credential. Successful
completion of the UNLV Dietetic Internship will provide students with six elective credits that
may be used for the M.S. in Nutrition Sciences. Becoming accepted into the M.S. in Nutrition
Sciences does not guarantee a spot in the UNLV Dietetic Internship.

e The UNLV internship program is competitive, like many other programs.

e Graduates of the DPND receive a verification statement indicating they are eligible to apply
for a supervised practice programs (i.e. dietetic internships), in which students will receive
practical, hands-on training in varied aspects of dietetic practice. Such programs are generally
six to twelve months long and provide at least 1000 hours of supervised practice. There are
approximately 250 accredited dietetic internship programs available nationwide.

e There is currently a national shortage of dietetic internship positions. Match rates
(acceptance) may be as low as 52% nationwide.

e The dietetic internship supervised practice programs require that students be placed at

15
UNLV DPD Program


http://www.eatright.org/
http://www.eatright.org/BecomeanRDorDTR/content.aspx?id=8144
http://www.cdrnet.org/certifications/

various hospitals, community, and clinical sites. Students must complete a criminal
background check, drug screen, and provide proof of immunizations to be permitted to
participate at these sites. Sites also have very strict dress and appearance code that students
must abide by (i.e. piercings, tattoos, and clothing). The UNLV School of Integrated Health
Sciences, Nutrition Sciences Program (DPND), cannot guarantee that affiliated hospitals,
community, and clinical sites will allow the student to participate in patient/client care at
these affiliate sites.

e Once the RDN credential is obtained, individuals may apply to become a Licensed Dietitian
(LD) in Nevada. The UNLV DPND Program prepares program graduates to be eligible for
licensure in all currently-licensed states, unless otherwise specified by local & state laws.

LICENSURE IN NEVADA (RE 7.3d)
Students enrolled in the DPND are not Licensed Dietitians. Students in the DPND who are
working in a field/clinical experience are under the license of the DPND program faculty.
Students must perform according to the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND) Code of
Ethics and must always use Evidence-Based Practice.

NOTE: All credentialed registered dietitian nutritionists (RDN) in the state of Nevada must
possess a dietetic license (LD) in order to practice MNT. Dietetic Licensure laws vary by state.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING YOUR CHANCES OF BEING MATCHED TO A DIETETIC INTERNSHIP
In light of the competitive nature of dietetic internships, the UNLV DPND Program recommends
that students go above and beyond in both academic and extracurricular endeavors.

To become a strong candidate for a dietetic internship it is highly encouraged that you obtain
volunteer or work experience in the dietetics field prior to applying to dietetic internship
programs. Suggested locations for volunteer or work experiences include, but are not limited to:
clinical setting such as a hospital or skilled nursing facility; a community setting such as a public
health program or school garden; a large-scale foodservice operation, or in recipe modification
or development or a school nutrition program.

As available, information about volunteer opportunities will be provided via email through the
UNLV Student Nutrition & Dietetic Association (SNDA).

Further, we suggest that students expand professional involvement by joining, participating and
leading in dietetic organizations such as: The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (AND), the
Nevada Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (NVAND) and UNLV Student Nutrition and Dietetic
Association (SNDA).

Each organization offers leadership roles and ways to get involved with the profession even at
the student-level. These also serve as resources for students wishing to shadow dietitians in
practice, and increases networking opportunities for program graduates while still in
school/training to build your professional network before graduating.

Lastly, summer and part-time work and/or volunteer experiences in the profession are
encouraged to help bolster a competitive application for supervised practice.

DIETITIAN NUTRITIONIST EDUCATION (RE 7.3d)
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Option 1

Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics (DPND)

General Education: Required by Institution
o Courses that meet DPND requirements may be applied to general education
requirements, at the discretion of the institution.
Professional (ACEND-Accredited) Program
o Courses that incorporate the foundation knowledge and skills for entry to the
Master degree and supervised practice program (i.e. dietetic internship)
components (MS-DI) or stand-alone dietetic internships.

Master’s Degree

As of January 1%, 2024, ACEND requires the possession of a Master’s degree (in addition
to DPND coursework) before applying to supervised practice.

o The Masters degree does NOT need to come from an ACEND-accredited program if

DPND coursework was met at a Bachelor’s degree level.

Various policies apply based on the program being offered. Inquire with each program
separately for details for admittance, internship eligibility, etc.
Visit UNLV’s Masters in Nutrition Sciences program website for more information on this
pathway. See notes below on page 18 under “Option 3”.

Supervised Practice Program (i.e. Dietetic Internship)

Professional competencies for entry-level dietetics practice.

Option 2

Coordinated Program (CP) in Nutrition and Dietetics

General Education: Required by Institution
o Courses that meet CP requirements may be applied to general education
requirements, at the discretion of the institution.
Professional (ACEND-accredited) Undergraduate Program
o Courses that incorporate the foundation knowledge and skills for entry to the
Master degree and supervised practice program (i.e. dietetic internship)
components (MS-DI).
Supervised Practice Program Component
o Professional competencies for entry-level practice as a registered dietitian
nutritionist (RDN).
Master’s Degree Component
o See above.
NOTE: UNLV does not offer a CP Program at the undergraduate-level. Option 1 above is
the only available undergraduate option at UNLV before applying to an MS-DI program.

Option 3

Graduate Coordinated Program (MS-DI) in Nutrition and Dietetics
17
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e General Education: Required by Institution
o Courses that meet CP requirements may be applied to general education
requirements, at the discretion of the institution

e Professional (ACEND-accredited) Graduate Program

o Courses that incorporate the foundation knowledge and skills for entry to the
supervised practice program (i.e. dietetic internship) component

e Supervised Practice Program Component

o Professional competencies for entry-level practice as a registered dietitian
nutritionist (RDN)

e NOTE: MS-DI Programs may require several DPND courses and/or more CHEM
requirements than outlined in this program handbook at the undergraduate level as
program prerequisites to be eligible to apply. Most students fulfill this component in our
undergraduate program (or any other ACEND-accredited DPND Program with a signed
Verification Statement from the DPD Director of that DPND Program). Please research
each MS-DI program independently to determine what program prerequisites may be
necessary for admittance.

e NOTE: UNLV is not currently admitting to the Clinical Nutrition & Dietetics Subplan. If
interested in pursuing a Masters in Nutrition Sciences at UNLV, you may choose from the
Thesis or Non-Thesis Subplans at this time. Upon completion, you may then apply to
UNLV’s Dietetic Internship Program.

These processes will be covered extensively throughout your time in the program.

NUTRITION & DIETETIC TECHNICIAN EDUCATION (RE 7.3d)

Nutrition & Dietetic Technician Program
e General Education: Required by Institution
o Courses that meet NDT requirements may be applied to general education
requirements for the Associate degree, at the discretion of the institution

e Professional Program

o Courses that incorporate the foundation knowledge for entry to the supervised
practice program component

e Supervised Practice Program Component

o Competencies for entry-level practice as a nutrition & dietetic technician,
registered (NDTR)

e NOTE: Successful completion of an ACEND-accredited DPND Program (i.e. signed
Verification Statement indicating the program graduate has met all program standards for
graduation/supervised practice eligibility) automatically makes you eligible to sit for the
NDTR Exam. The information provided above is for a traditional NDTR Program, such as
Truckee Meadows Community College in Northern Nevada, which does require supervised
practice hours IF you have an Associate’s Degree or do not possess a Bachelor’s degree or
above from an ACEND-accredited program.

o If this is a route you're interested in taking, please reach out to the DPND Director
approximately 6 weeks after graduation to initiate the NDTR Exam process. This
process will be covered throughout your time in the program.
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Programs Within Nutrition Sciences
The University and Community College System of Nevada Board of Regents (BOR) approved the
Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition Sciences in the College of Health Sciences at UNLV in
June of 1999. The Nutrition Sciences program now resides within the School of Integrated Health
Sciences (SIHS) and provides an appropriate environment for the support of a science-based
program emphasizing medical nutrition therapy, reflective of a current trend in nutrition
programs across the nation with a strong clinical perspective.

As our nation assesses our current medical care, medical reimbursement and welfare reform
programs, the time is right for emphasis to be placed on nutrition as prevention and
management of chronic disease, employee productivity, and reduced medical expenses for acute
and chronic disease.

Nutrition Sciences prepares students for the health care field with an evidence-based approach
to nutrition and dietetics. Nutrition Sciences programs are student-focused with contact hours
provided through lecture-based courses and laboratory courses along with networking
opportunities with invited guest speakers, and field experiences supervised by Registered
Dietitian Nutritionists, when applicable.

Nutrition and dietetics professionals have a unique knowledge of the science and art of nutrition.
The blend of scientific knowledge and social and cultural factors influencing what people eat
enables Registered Dietitians Nutritionists to assist individuals in health promotion, disease
prevention, and disease management.

The Nutrition Sciences program is housed within the Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition
Sciences (KNS), which resides in the School of Integrated Health Sciences (SIHS). Nutrition
Sciences currently offers:

e Didactic Program in Nutrition and Dietetics (DPND)

o Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition Sciences (BS)
e Master of Science degree in Nutrition Sciences (MS)
e Dietetic Internship (DI)

At the present time, we are only admitting students to the Dietetics and Pre-Professional (non-
RDN Pathway) Concentrations as Pre-Nutrition (PRE-NUTR) majors. Students apply to the
program on a competitive basis each June to become a Nutrition Sciences major (after fulfilling
all program prerequisite courses) for admission in Fall of their Junior year.

Program prerequisite coursework takes approximately two (2) years to complete. Once admitted
to the program, remaining (required) program coursework (i.e. upper-division) takes
approximately two (2) years to complete.

Note that students have up to three (3) years to fulfill all remaining (required) program
coursework (150% program length) (RE 8.2m).

The courses within the UNLV DPND Program curriculum are offered in a lock-step, sequential
order (i.e. Fall courses serve as the proceeding Spring’s courses prereqs; Spring courses serve as
the proceeding Fall’s courses prereqs).
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DIDACTIC PROGRAM IN NUTRITION & DIETETICS (DPND) ACCREDITATION STATUS
The DPND was granted full Accreditation by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition
& Dietetics (ACEND) of the Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics (AND) in 2005. The program is
accredited through June 30, 2031. ACEND’s contact information is listed below:

Address: 120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190, Chicago, IL 60606-6995
Phone: (800) 877-1600 or (312) 899-0040 (ext. 5400)

Email: acend@eatright.org

Website: ACEND

ACADEMY OF NUTRITION AND DIETETICS (AND) STANDARDS OF PRACTICE (SOP) & STANDARDS
OF PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE (SOPP) SUMMARY

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics Scope of Practice (SOP) and Standards of Professional

Performance (SOPP) address behaviors related to the expected professional behavior of dietetic

practitioners. There are four SOPs and 6 SOPPs to adhere to throughout this program as a student, as a

dietetic intern, as a graduate student, as a professional and beyond. By the time students graduate from

the UNLV DPND program, they are expected to be ready to practice according to these standards.

Source: Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, June 2013 Suppl 2 Volume 113
Number 6, S29-545. The manual can be accessed here: IDNT Reference eManual

SOPs

e Standard 1: Nutrition Assessment

e Standard 2: Nutrition Diagnosis

e Standard 3: Nutrition Intervention

e Standard 4: Nutrition Monitoring and Evaluation

SOPPs
e Standard 1: Provision of Services
o Registered dietitian nutritionists (RDNs) provide quality service based on customer
expectations and needs.

e Standard 2: Application of Research.
o RDNs apply, participate in, or generate research to enhance practice.
e Standard 3: Communication and Application of Knowledge.
o RDNs effectively apply knowledge and communicate with others.
e Standard 4: Utilization and Management of Resources.
o RDNs use resources effectively and efficiently.
e Standard 5: Quality in Practice.
o RDNs systematically evaluate the quality of services and improve practice based on
evaluation results.
e Standard 6: Competency and Accountability.
o RDNsengagein lifelong learning.

ACADEMY OF NUTRITION AND DIETETICS (AND) CODE OF ETHICS (COE) SUMMARY
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This is a summary of the 19 Principles of the Code of Ethics of the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics. Students are expected to abide by these principles while enrolled in the UNLV DPND
program. Upon graduation the Code of Ethics applies to all members of the Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics and all registered dietitians or dietetic technicians, registered, whether they are
Academy members or not.

Fundamental Principles
e The dietetics practitioner conducts himself/herself with honesty, integrity, and fairness.

e The dietetics practitioner supports and promotes high standards of professional practice.
The dietetics practitioner accepts the obligation to protect clients, the public, and the
profession by upholding the Code of Ethics for the Profession of Dietetics and by
reporting perceived violations of the Code through the processes established by AND, and
its credentialing agency, CDR.

Responsibilities to the Public
e The dietetics practitioner considers the health, safety, and welfare of the public at all
times.

e The dietetics practitioner complies with all laws and regulations applicable or related to
the professor or to the practitioner’s ethical obligations as described in this Code.

e The dietetics practitioner provides professional services with objectivity and with respect
for the unique needs and values of individuals.

e The dietetics practitioner does not engage in false or misleading practices or
communications.

e The dietetics practitioner withdraws from professional practice when unable to fulfill his
or her professional duties and responsibilities to clients and others.

Responsibilities to Clients
e The dietetics practitioner recognizes and exercises professional judgment within the limits
of his or her qualification and collaborates with others, seeks counsel, or makes referrals
as appropriate.

e The dietetics practitioner treats clients and patients with respect and consideration.

e The dietetics practitioner protects confidential information and makes full disclosure
about any limitation on his or her ability to guarantee full confidentiality.

e The dietetics practitioner, in dealing with and providing services to clients and others,
complies with the same principles set forth above in “Responsibilities to the Public”
(Principles #3-7).

Responsibilities to the Profession
e The dietetics practitioner practices dietetics based on evidence-based principles and
current information.

e The dietetics practitioner presents reliable and substantiated information and interprets
controversial information without personal bias, recognizing that legitimate differences of
opinion exist.
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e The dietetics practitioner assumers a life-long responsibility and accountability for
personal competence in practice, consistent with accepted professional standards,
continually striving to increase professional knowledge and skills and to apply them in
practice.

e The dietetics practitioner is alert to the occurrence of a real or potential conflict of
interest and takes appropriate action whenever a conflict arises.

e The dietetics practitioner permits the use of his or her name for the purpose of certifying
that dietetics services have been rendered only if he or she has provided or supervised
the provision of those services.

e The dietetics practitioner accurately presents professional qualifications and credentials.

e The dietetics practitioner does not invite, accept, or offer gifts, monetary incentives, or
other considerations that affect or reasonably give an appearance of affecting his/her
professional judgment.

Responsibilities to Colleagues and Other Professionals
e The dietetics practitioner demonstrates respect for the values, rights, knowledge, and
skills of colleagues and to other professionals.

Source: Journal of the American Dietetic Association, August 2009 Volume 109 Number 8, 1461-
1467. The journal can be accessed he