
	

	

ON	 BLACK	 LIFE, 	POLICE	 VIOLENCE,	&	 WHI TE 	SUPREMACY	
UNLV	A frican 	American 	and 	African 	Diaspora	S tudies 	Program 		
	
The	m urders 	of	G eorge	F loyd,	 Breonna	T aylor,	 David 	McAtee,	 and 	the	l ess 	publicized 	
transman 	Tony	M cDade	a t 	the	h ands 	of	t he	 state	r epresents a	l ong-standing,	b rutally	 racist 	
tradition 	that 	is 	as 	American 	as 	the	U .S.	a nthem 	itself.	T he	“ Star-Spangled 	Banner,” 	for 	
instance,	i nformed 	us 	that 	Black	s ubordination 	was 	embedded 	in 	the	n ation’s 	founding,	“ No 	
refuge	c ould 	save	t he	h ireling 	and 	slave/From 	the	t error 	of	f light 	or 	the	g loom 	of	t he	 
grave.” 	Indeed,	t wo 	centuries 	after 	the	a nthem 	was 	penned,	p ost 	Emancipation,	p ost 	
Reconstruction,	p ost 	Jim 	Crow,	p ost 	the	H arlem 	Renaissance,	t he	B lack	A rts 	Movement,	t he	 
Civil 	Rights 	era,	t he	B lack	P ower 	Movement,	a nd 	various 	Black	f eminist 	and 	Black	q ueer 	
movements, a	n ation 	that 	celebrates 	whiteness 	is 	still 	unable	t o 	imagine	B lack	l ife	a nd 	
livability.	C onsequently,	B lack	p eople	a re	s till 	facing 	“the	g loom 	of	t he	g rave.” 	In 	this 	way,	 
the	j ustified 	anger 	and 	hurt 	displayed 	in 	the	c urrent 	protests 	are	a s 	much 	about 	George	 
Floyd 	as 	they	a re	a bout 	the	c ountless 	names 	of	 Black	p eople	t hat 	are	t oo 	numerous 	to 	fit 	in 	
this 	short 	statement.	M ore	s till,	t he	p rotests 	are	a bout 	the	s tructural 	ways 	in 	which 	anti-
Black	r acism 	and 	white	s upremacy	p ersistently	 work	t o 	make	B lack	l ife	u nlivable.	 

As 	the	f aculty	o f	t he	U niversity	 of	N evada,	L as 	Vegas’	A frican 	American 	&	 African 	Diaspora	 
Studies 	program,	h oused 	in 	the	D epartment 	of	I nterdisciplinary,	G ender,	a nd 	Ethnic	 
Studies,	w e	u nequivocally	c ondemn 	anti-Black	r acism,	w hite	s upremacy,	a nd 	the	l egal 	and 	
extra-legal 	murder 	of	B lack	p eople.	I t 	is 	easy	t o 	assume	t hat 		racist 	violence	o nly	o ccurs 	
elsewhere,	o r 	is a	r elic	o f a	d istant 	past,	b ut 	we	m ust 	not 	forget 	that 	the	L as 	Vegas 	
Metropolitan 	Police	D epartment 	(LVMPD)	h as a	r obust 	(and 	recent)	h istory	o f	m isconduct 	
and 	officer-involved 	shootings.	F rom 	the	m urders 	of	 Trevon 	Cole	t o 	Stanley	G ibson,	L VMPD	 
is 	very	m uch 	steeped 	in a	h istory	o f	r acial 	and 	racist 	violence.	M oreover,	o ur 	university,	o ne	 
whose	m ascot 	is a	“ Rebel” 	that 	is 	tied 	to 	the	C onfederate	S tates 	of	A merica,	i s 	not 	without 	
its 	fault.	S ince	2 016 	this 	campus 	has 	annually	e xperienced 	acts 	of	a nti-Black	s entiments,	 
which,	w e	s hould 	note,	a re	a lways 	“discussed” 	but 	left 	unchecked.	A s 	one	o f	t he	m ost 	
diverse	u niversities 	in 	the	n ation,	w e	h ave a	r esponsibility	t o 	protect 	our 	students,	s taff,	 
and 	faculty	a nd 	we	w ill 	not 	be	c omplicit 	in 	supporting a	s ystem 	that 	continues 	to 	put 	us 	at 	
risk.	I f	t he	U niversity	i s 	to 	live	u p 	to 	its 	mantra,	“ Different,	D aring,	a nd 	Diverse,” 	it 	must 	
demonstrate	a n 	active	c ommitment 	to 	addressing 	and 	preventing 	racist 	activities 	on 	
campus 	and 	speak	a gainst 	police	h arassment 	of	 marginalized 	and 	underrepresented 	
communities 	in 	the	b roader 	Las 	Vegas 	valley.		 

The	L VMPD’s 	statement 	on 	the	m urder 	of	G eorge	F loyd 	was 	disappointingly	t epid.	F loyd’s 	
death 	was 	more	t han 	“deeply	d isturbing,” 	as 	Sheriff	L ombardo 	stated,	i t 	was 	another 	
example	i n 	the	l ong 	history	o f	 state	v iolence	a gainst 	people	o f	A frican 	descent,	a nd 	
anything 	outside	o vert 	condemnation 	is 	unsatisfactory	a nd 	disheartening.	W e	c all 	upon 	the	 
university	t o 	follow 	suit 	with 	the	U niversity	o f	 Minnesota		 and 	demand 	that 	UNLV	e nd 	all 	
contracts 	with 	LVMPD	i mmediately	f or 	all 	events,	c oncerts,	c eremonies,	a nd 	other 	large	 
gatherings.	F urther,	w e	a re	a sking 	that a	p ortion 	of	t he	r esources 	spent 	on 	the	L VMPD	b e	 
redirected 	to 	the	A AS 	program 	so 	that 	we	a re	 able	t o 	work	w ith 	UNLV	a nd 	surrounding 	
communities 	towards a	t ruly	 “daring,	d iverse,	a nd 	different” 	university.	 	



	

	

This 	is a	b old 	call 	indeed,	b ut 	it 	emerges 	through 	our 	deep 	concern 	for 	the	s tudents,	s taff,	 
faculty,	a nd 	community	m embers 	who 	fear 	for 	their 	safety.	O ur 	call 	implores 	campus 	
leadership 	to 	diverge	f rom 	settler 	colonial 	logics 	that 	imagines 	policing 	as 	the	s ole	 
legitimate	m ode	 of	s afety.	W e	u nderstand 	too 	well 	that 	under 	this 	Eurocentric	f ramework,	 
state-sanctioned 	and 	white	v igilante	v iolence	 will 	not 	be	c ategorically	c ondemned,	c annot 	
be	u nderstood 	as 	terrorism,	o r 	even 	unlawful,	a s 	it 	is a	n ecessary	c ondition 	of	n ation-
making.	H ow 	else	a re	w e	t o 	understand 	the	p atience	o f	p olice	o fficers 	with 	the	h eavily	 
armed 	white	g roups 	in 	Michigan 	who 	were	“ protesting” 	the	q uarantine	o rders 	in 	the	 
middle	 of a	p andemic	j ust a	f ew 	weeks 	prior,	p atience	t hat 	many	o fficers 	lost 	the	m oment 	
Black	p eople	d emanded 	the	r ight 	to 	live	a nd 	the	r ight 	to 	matter?	 	
	
The	i ssue	o f	p rotecting 	Black	l ife	i s 	interconnected 	to 	broader 	struggles 	against 	the	 
country’s 	white	 supremacist 	foundations.	L est 	we	f orget 	that 	these	l ands 	in 	the	S outhwest,	 
upon 	which 	UNLV	i s 	built,	w ere	t aken 	from 	the	i ndigenous 	Paiutes.		 Lest 	we	f orget 	the	U S 	
regime	s till 	promotes 	the	 seizure	o f	i ndigenous 	lands 	ranging 	from 	Mauna	K ea	( Hawaii)	t o 	
the	r ecent 	invasion 	of	S tanding 	Rock	i n 	North 	Dakota.	T he	T rump 	administration 	has 	
normalized 		anti-Asian 	racism 	as 	highlighted 	by	C OVID-19,	L atinx	f olks 	(including 	small 	
children)	b eing 	held 	in 	cages 	at 	the	b order,	t he	f raming 	of	M iddle	E astern 	people	a s 	
terrorists 	to 	justify	u nfettered 	militarism,	a nd 	so 	much 	more.	 
		
These	c urrent 		protests 	are	h ighlighting,	y et 	again,	t he	l ong 	continuation 	of	p olice	v iolence	 
and 	how 	their 	actions,	 rooted 	in 	settler 	colonialism,	r eflect 	larger 	systemic	i ssues 	that 	
infect 	every	 area	o f	t he	U nited 	States,	i ncluding 	southern 	Nevada.	F inally,	t hat 	so 	many	a re	 
more	c oncerned 	with 	the	l oss 	of	p roperty	t han 	the	l oss 	of	 Black	l ife	i llustrates 	the	d ire	n eed 	
for 	the	k inds 	of	r esources 	for 	programming,	w orkshops,	a nd 	events 	that 	focus 	on 	healing 	
the	c ommunity	t hat 	has 	suffered 	for 	hundreds 	of	y ears 	under 	an 	oppressive,	s uppressive	 
and 	violent 	system 	of	w hite	s upremacy.	W e	w ill	n o 	longer 	be	s ilent.	 
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